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2011 Honors and Awards Recipients

Alexander Gode Medal
Holly Mikkelson 

The American Translators Association is honored to recognize

Holly Mikkelson as the recipient of the 2011 Alexander Gode Medal.

ATA’s most prestigious award is named for one of ATA’s founders and

its first president, and is presented to an individual or institution for

outstanding service to the translating and interpreting professions.

The recipient of this year’s medal was nominated for the award

because of her outstanding commitment to interpreting and trans-

lating. Holly represents the highest ideals, consistently sharing her

experience and expertise. She is credited with providing specialized

professional development training and contributing to research and

educational initiatives in order to further career advancement. By her

known professionalism and great leadership, she imparts strength, dig-

nity, and authority to the profession. 

Holly is an adjunct professor of Spanish translation and interpreting

at the Monterey Institute of International Studies Graduate School of

Translation, Interpretation and Language Education. For over 30 years

she has translated, interpreted, and taught. She has published exten-

sively on court and community interpreting and translation as well as

related subjects, and has been a consultant to court interpreter regula-

tory and training entities such as the California Judicial Council and

the National Center for State Courts. She is the author of the Acebo

training manuals and of a textbook, Introduction to Court Interpreting,
and is a co-author of Fundamentals of Court Interpretation: Theory, Policy and Practice. She is a federally certified court

interpreter and an ATA-certified English↔Spanish translator. In addition to ATA, she is a member of the National Association

of Judiciary Interpreters and Translators and the Conference of Interpreter Trainers. She has been a long-time supporter of

ATA and has spoken at many ATA Annual Conferences.

The Alexander Gode Medal is named for ATA’s founder and guiding spirit, who was the first recipient. The medalists repre-
sent a record of achievement in a variety of venues, including not only translators and interpreters, but lexicographers, theo-
rists, association leaders, and institutions. This award may be given annually.

American Foundation for Translation and Interpretation
JTG Scholarship in Scientific and Technical Translation or Interpretation
Nathan Wiegand

Nathan Wiegand is the 2011 recipient of the $2,500 American Foundation for Translation and Interpretation JTG Scholarship

in Scientific and Technical Translation or Interpretation. Wiegand is enrolled in the Master of Arts degree program in the

Department of Modern-Classical Language Studies at Kent State University, where he is studying German translation. 

Having been interested in the German language since the age of 11, Nathan began to pursue his goal of becoming a pro-

fessional translator in 2008. He received a degree in German at Illinois State University. During the 2009-2010 academic

year, he moved with his family to Marburg, Germany, in order to study abroad at the University of Marburg. He began his
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